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Consideration for approval of long term lease proposal, Gene Stratton-Porter 

Historic Site, Sower Farmhouse 
 

 

Statements of Intent were advertised at least three times in March and April, 2009, in the 

following newspapers: 

 

Kendallville News-Sun 

Fort Wayne Journal Gazette 

The Elkhart Truth 

South Bend Tribune 

Indianapolis Star 

 

There were two responses to the Statement.  Of these responses, staff recommends that 

the Natural Resources Commission accepts the proposal from Historic Landmarks 

Foundation of Indiana (HLFI) based on a variety of factors including cost to the Division, 

oversight involvement, term, etc.  Of the proposals received, the HLFI proposal is 

considered to be most appropriate for the fulfillment of the statement of intent.   

 

Historic Landmarks Foundation of Indiana proposes to market the property for potential 

sublease of the property to an entity interested in the rehabilitation of the farmhouse.  The 

sublessee will pay HLFI a rent equal to the administration costs associated with the 

oversight of the lease.    HLFI will assume management of the property and will consult 

with the Division when rehabilitation plans have been set in order to comply with the 

Secretary of the Interior’s standards for treatment of historic buildings.  HLFI is aware 

and has agreed to the Division’s suggested changes to the proposal (primarily the code 

restriction of a 25 year term with a renewal period of 10 years).   

 

A draft lease has been submitted to DNR for editing considerations and contract 

negotiations.   Upon approval by the Commission, that lease will be moved forward into 

the signature route. 
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